Bowstring

Though originally intended to be a freight S5 -~
waterway, the Central Canal in Indianapolis ﬁ NM
served more canoes than towboats. It / ‘(ﬁgjﬂf .

now serves human-powered foot and
wheeled travel in two sections, one N £
downtown and another in the upper K Y

Ae-mile section B . v/AY) AT ) v, v

That upper section is home to the

Central Canal Towpath Trail and its
uppermost quarter-mile section is in the
residential and commercial area known as
Broad Ripple Village. There, next to College
Avenue, the Towpath Trail crosses the Canal on
the bike-ped seafoam green bowstring bridge.

The bridge was fabricated as a single span
in Montreal, Quebec and shipped to Indy for
installation in May 2000. It was a challenge
to transport, weighing 25,000 pounds and
measuring 12 feet tall, 13 feet wide, and
110 feet long.

Professional drivers Yvon and René
accepted that challenge.
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The bridge was suspended between two four-axle buggies
which allowed the drivers to operate the truck as though
it was articulated. Yvon drove the truck tractor pulling the
front buggy while Rene drove a support vehicle and
operated the rear buggy by remote control.

At each corner, Yvon began the turn
with the truck and the front buggy
while René steered the rear buggy
forward into the corner and then

turned. N
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Bowstring

BRIDGE
ROUTE

Yvon and René measured the trip in
turns, not miles, Yvon explained.

Because the bridge was so tall,
they had to wind along secondary

highways to avoid underpasses.
The pair mastered 30 turns in Quebec,

40 in Ontario (including one near 180
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After traveling through Ontario and

Michigan, their route in Indiana o uicE degrees), 12 in Michigan, and 28 in
avoided I-69. The drivers traveled Indiana.
through the towns of Milford, Silver I
Lake, Plum Tree, Montpelier, Deerfield, When they traveled on the highway,
Modoc, Losantville, Sulphur Springs, they locked the rear buggy in place.
and Pendleton, crossing I-69 only once.
Weather was pleasant and sunny Saturday, May 13 for the \
installation and dedication. Crews had been at work prepping
the concrete footers and fastening hardware.

The bridge was hoisted by the largest crane in Indiana as
work crews guided it into position and secured it.
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Once the crews finished, a few dozen

spectators crossed the new span. Many
feet and wheels have crossed it since.
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Bibliography, Bowstring: Me.

Because of my job, I tracked the drivers’
progress and guessed they had reached
Pendleton the evening prior to installation.
My wife, Mindy, and I drove there and found
the truck parked next to the highway. We
climbed onto the bridge and walked its length
becoming, I suppose, its first Indiana peds.

During the installation the next day, I used
our company digital camera to snap photos
and I talked with Yvon and Renég, the drivers.
Fortunately, René spoke French and English,
which made communication possible. Yvon
spoke only French (Quebec, remember?)
and I remain monolingual.

— tom mcCain
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