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Return to Juffure

Here a poet was born. 

During the 1960s, 
Maria da Conceição 
de Deus Lima grew 
up in the town of 
Santana, which lies 
on the eastern shore 
of São Tomé.

São Tomé and its neighbor to the north, Príncipe, form the second-smallest African nation 
in both area and population. Cocoa production led to another nickname of “the Chocolate 
Islands.” São Tomé and Príncipe gained their independence from Portugal in 1975.

Because they sit 
near the Equator 
and the Prime 
Meridian, they 
have been called 
“the islands in  
the middle of  
the world.”

Conceição’s father composed music and 
believed she would become a poet.

Her father taught her the power of words  
by telling Conceição stories about  
their ancestors.

At 18, Conceição 
recited her poems at 
the Sixth Conference  
of Afro-Asian Writers in 
Angola. While attending 
college in Portugal and 
England, her poetry 
appeared in magazines, 
newspapers, and 
anthologies.

Conceição began 
to write books.  

O Útero da Casa, 
her first, was 
published in 
2004 in her 

native tongue, 
Portuguese.

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=O_
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=O_
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In 2006, Conceição 
released her second 
book, A Dolorosa Raiz 
do Micondó, with 27 
poems. “Canto Obscura 
às Raízes” or “Hymn to 
Obscure Roots,” 
describes her last 
African grandfather’s 
likely ordeal as a captive 
slave who never again 
knew his home.

Eu, a peregrina que não encontrou o caminho para Juffure 
Eu, a nómada que regressará sempre a Juffure

I, the pilgrim who did not find the road to Juffure 
 I, the nomad who will always return to Juffure

In “O Anel das Folhas,” 
(“The Ring of Leaves”) 

Conceição adopts a 
happier voice while 

describing a childhood 
spent in the natural 

setting of São Tomé.

E eu brincava, eu corria, eu tinha o anel, 
o mundo era meu

I used to play, run, I had the ring, 
the world was mine

Conceição describes finding 
photos of her ancestors in the 
attic in “Os Olhos dos Retratos”  
or “The Eyes in the Photographs” 
— eyes of slaves, eyes from her 
father’s stories.

Today, Conceição lives in 
London. 

Does her poetry, do her 
words, live in São Tomé?
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