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Isaac Barré grew up Anglo-
Irish Protestant in Dublin. 
Though his parents hoped he 
would study law, Barré chose 
instead a military career, 
enlisting as an ensign in the 
British Army in 1746. 

During the Seven Years War 
(1754-1763), his unit was 
stationed in the American 
colonies where the conflict was 
named the French and Indian 
War. Barré rose through the 
ranks to captain until he was 
shot in his cheek at the 1759 
Battle of Quebec. The wound 
lost him the use of his right eye 
and “gave a savage glare to one 
eye,” according to a later 
political peer. 

Barré returned to England in 
1760 and soon became a 
member of the House of 
Commons. He never forgot that 
colonists fought alongside the 
British during the war.  

Barré advocated on behalf of  
the colonies, especially after 
Parliament imposed its Stamp 
Act requiring a tax on all printed 
materials in the American 
colonies. Stamp Act agents 
were assigned to collect the tax.
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Barré argued often for repeal of the Stamp Act, which Parliament finally did after 
protests and demonstrations spread. Colonists refused to pay the tax, leading Stamp Act 
agents to resign their commissions. He is credited with coining the nickname “Sons of 
Liberty” for the rebellious colonists. 

Barré retired in 1790 as his vision worsened, and died in 1802. He is remembered in the 
United States in the names of Barre, Massachusetts; Barre City and Barre Town, 
Vermont; and Wilkes-Barre*, Pennsylvania. 

*John Wilkes was a journalist and member of Parliament who also advocated for the colonists.

Annihayat died in 1968, the same year 
Gagarin died when his MiG-15 crashed.  
Today, his landing site is commemorated  
as Space Conquerors Park.
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