Plain Sewing

DAYTON, OHI0,1908

WRIGHT COMPANY

Well, if it's plain,
I can certainly
do that.

Plane. P-L-A-N-E,
not P-L-A-I-N. The \
newspaper changed /
the spelling.

Ida Holdgreve
was hired.

Orville and Wilbur Wright already were
famous when Ida began sewing muslin
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She earned $8 to $10 per week and was the
only woman among as many as 80 employees
at the Wright Company Factory. French
mechanic Duval La Chapelle trained her.

And yet,
sometimes
fabric did rip.

Stretch the fabric tightly
over the frame so it does
not rip in the wind.

Wilbur & Orville
are nice but quiet.
Orville is
especially shy.

Wilbur died in 1912.
Orville sold the
company in 1915.

In 1917, the Dayton-
Wright Airplane Company
hired Ida to supervise a
crew of seamstresses.

They produced thousands
of planes during WWI
using heavy canvas,
which was stronger and
tougher than muslin.
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On November 20,
1969, Ida flew in an
airplane for the first

time. She was 88

years old.

&
(3

-
The clouds look (%

just like wool. C__J
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