He is probably human!

Soviet Air Force Pilot Yuri Alekseevich
Gagarin’s Vostok3KA space capsule
launched from Baikonur Cosmodrome
on April 12, 1961. He became the first
human to reach orbital velocity around the
Earth and to complete a full orbit. The
flight lasted 108 minutes and flew at a
maximum altitude of 203 miles (327
kilometers). Gagarin ejected from the
capsule at 23,000 feet and parachuted to
the ground not far from the Volga River in
modern-day Russia. The capsule also
parachuted to Earth and landed nearby.

I

Annihayat Takhtarova and her
granddaughter, Rumiya Nurskanova,
were planting potatoes in the fields of a
kolkhoz (a socialized farm collective) near
Smelovka, Saratov Region.

GRANNY/ LOOK! ) ~ .

RUMIYA!
PLANT POTATOES/

When they saw Gagarin,
Annihayat grabbed Rumiya’s
hand, prayed, and backed away.

GRANNY, HE IS SPEAKING

STOP/ RUSSIAN/
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HE IS PROBABLY




He is probably human!

WHERE ARE YOU FROM?
WHO ARE YOU?

THERE 1S NO SEA NEAR HERE.

I CAME FROM
THE SKY.

TAMASOVIET
AND I MUST
FIND A PHONE.

The next day was Rumiya'’s fifth birthday.
Throughout her life, she always celebrated
Cosmonautics Day, often by planting
potatoes, and she wrote letters to
Gagarin’s family. She especially
remembered Yuri’s smile and kind voice.
He addressed her as Rita and, as an adult,

she adopted that as her first name.
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Annihayat died in 1968, the same year
Yuri died when his MiG-15 crashed. Now,
Gagarin’s landing site is commemorated
as Space Conquerors Park.



He is probably human!

Sources:

“Vostok 1,” Wikipedia, April 2, 2023 —
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vostok_ 1

“60 Years Ago Today,” IFLScience, United Kingdom, April 12, 2021 —
https://www.iflscience.com/60-years-ago-today-one-of-the-most-surreal-encounters-
in-spaceflight-history-took-place-59345

“He's probably human!,” Understandably, April 12, 2023 —
https://www.understandably.com/p/hes-probably-human

“First Orbit,” a film recreation of Gagarin’s flight, Wikipedia, March 13, 2012 —
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First Orbit&action=history

Sixty years later, a BBC reporter interviewed Rita at the landing site.
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/science-environment-56690949

Baikonur Cosmodrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baikonur _Cosmodrome

What’s Cooking in the Kremlin: From Rasputin to Putin, How Russia Built an Empire
with a Knife and Fork
by Witold Szablowski

Starman: The Truth Behind the Legend of Yuri Gagarin
by Jamie Doran

The Cosmonaut Who Couldn’t Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin
by Andrew L. Jenks

Copyright 2024 tom & mindy mcCain


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vostok_1
https://www.iflscience.com/60-years-ago-today-one-of-the-most-surreal-encounters-in-spaceflight-history-took-place-59345
https://www.iflscience.com/60-years-ago-today-one-of-the-most-surreal-encounters-in-spaceflight-history-took-place-59345
https://www.understandably.com/p/hes-probably-human
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_Orbit&action=history
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/science-environment-56690949
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vostok_1
https://www.iflscience.com/60-years-ago-today-one-of-the-most-surreal-encounters-in-spaceflight-history-took-place-59345
https://www.iflscience.com/60-years-ago-today-one-of-the-most-surreal-encounters-in-spaceflight-history-took-place-59345
https://www.understandably.com/p/hes-probably-human
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_Orbit&action=history
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/science-environment-56690949

