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Soviet Air Force Pilot Yuri Alekseevich 
Gagarin’s Vostok3KA space capsule 
launched from Baikonur Cosmodrome 
on April 12, 1961. He became the first 
human to reach orbital velocity around the 
Earth and to complete a full orbit. The 
flight lasted 108 minutes and flew at a 
maximum altitude of 203 miles (327 
kilometers). Gagarin ejected from the 
capsule at 23,000 feet and parachuted to 
the ground not far from the Volga River in 
modern-day Russia. The capsule also 
parachuted to Earth and landed nearby.

Annihayat Takhtarova and her 
granddaughter, Rumiya Nurskanova, 
were planting potatoes in the fields of a 
kolkhoz (a socialized farm collective) near 
Smelovka, Saratov Region.

When they saw Gagarin, 
Annihayat grabbed Rumiya’s 
hand, prayed, and backed away.

He is probably human!
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The next day was Rumiya’s fifth birthday. 
Throughout her life, she always celebrated 
Cosmonautics Day, often by planting 
potatoes, and she wrote letters to 
Gagarin’s family. She especially 
remembered Yuri’s smile and kind voice. 
He addressed her as Rita and, as an adult, 
she adopted that as her first name.

Annihayat died in 1968, the same year 
Gagarin died when his MiG-15 crashed.  
Today, his landing site is commemorated  
as Space Conquerors Park.
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Annihayat died in 1968, the same year 
Yuri died when his MiG-15 crashed. Now, 
Gagarin’s landing site is commemorated 
as Space Conquerors Park.
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